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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen! First I would express my appreciation to the fact that I have been given the opportunity to open this conference. 

Theese days its even more important to build a strong network with possibility to make an impact on the so called wellfaresystem. I think it’s extremely important to meet and exchange different experiences in this serious matter, as prostitution and trafficking are. So we all speak the same language and make the same definitions. 

To understand that this is neither an individual problem nor a structural problem separated from each orher. Instead the issues has many levels of difficaulties and therefor are combined beneth one hard surface. Thats why the governments all over Europe need us and our voice. 

We need to work towards a goal where the countries have a mutual plan and the same definition in theese tasks. One day I hope that You also will see prostitution through the same realistic glass that we use. 

Prostitution shall be treated in the same way as trafficking – both of them belongs to the boil of the society.

For me the possibility to separate the phenomena of prostitution from trafficking are the matter of question of nuances not differences in spiecies. 

Present research shows that what is “willingness” from the beginning is sliding ; sooner or later “she” have to do things and offer services that she never should have accept before she entered the industry. None of the Women did know initially what they were given acceptance to. 

This is one of the industries best selling argument that the Women have been given her “yes” at the same time they forget to see their own dishonesty as a part of it. And they will never tell the Woman the whole truth what she shall do. Instead the pimps and the clubowners were / still are very manipulative and often good sweettalkers. I know because it was also how they sold their idea to me when I was 19 year old.

They sell their ideas in a nice package and its just a matter of time when the Woman give her acceptance. Sentences like “With your sexy body”, “You look so sensual, so beautiful”, “why aren’t you making money on your goldmine?” is just a strategy to put her as a merchandise. The poverty are one of the ingredience from start or the final factor that push her into the industry. 

Always she has arrived/or is arriving in this particular moment as we are sitting here - with a dream about a better life. But the bodyhunters forget to speak about the prize she must pay. Sooner or later. It’s like Women participate in a game of Russian roulette. Where the thrill and entertaintment is his – she has just started the bullet and the target is her psychic mind and mental health.  

It’s very important to see what is going on around us with very clear glasses and realize that this organized buying and selling with human beings will not end from itselves. 

But it’s also important to decide where our societies aheaded to. Which direction? Shall the society aloud and sanction that Women in general shall be labled in “good” or “bad”?  

To speak about Trafficking and Prostitution in the same time we want to have equality in our societies will therefore be difficault. Who shall in that moment decide who shall become a prostitute? The family? The school? The gouvernment or the pimps? Many times speakers from diffrent area see prositution as the oldest work in the  history – I mean that this is the oldest lie. 

If we look in our history it’s nothing new with Women whois leaving their homes to move where the job is. What is new at present are that many Women are transported to other countries around Europe and the world just for one purpose: to be sold and held as slaves for sexualexploatation. And this industry is organized and move Women as merchandise. What the Women really need is eduacation and possibilities to have a so called normal job – that cover their expencies.

The questions we need to take seriously is also: 

1. Is it possible to speak about prostitution as a voulantary or a free choice?

And 

2. Is it possible to speak about equality in our sociaties at the same time we aloud prostitution? 

Normally the buyer is a Man with money in his hand. Normally its a heterosexual situation. It’s he whois setting the rules in the moment of bying sex. It’s his demand, whises and sexual fantasies who shall be satisfied. Not the selling part. 

Therefor its a very old traditional and partrichal view of sexuality – his sexuality and she is the one who shall serve him. Basic its the Man with a sexual desire who meets the Woman with no sexuality. “His” lust makes him even a victim to “her” deciteful and luring expression. The game is just to make it look as if “she” is the promiscues and the Woman whois free and emanicipatoric. In reality “she” has nothing to demand för “her” own sake and “she” has no position to claim “her” rights. What so ever. 

When the sex-workers-rights lobby says that if we all just give “her” the opportunity to live out “her” wishes it’s still just about a state of mind that answer to the old traditional view of answering on a male sexuality.  

For me it’s obvious with my past – to answer NO! this is neither a choose nor a job – this is a state of mind. Period. 

At the way I saw my situation - at that previous period in life - was an advantage for me. No one could longer spank me with a belt and called it a bad temper. Instead it was I who held the belt with spikes. 

It was cleaner and nicer and cosier then the drugrelated surrondings where I have been before. It was more safer because noone could longer touch my body without my permission. A better way if I comperred it to when the three young boys took my virginity in a grouprape when I was fourteen years of age.

Many times people talk about the phenomenon as a speach of freedom. Me and my sisters have all been drilled and tamed until we were so deformed, until that day we flead into the club. As we had done the day we couldn’t feel any longer. Or anything. Running from our past - we who have entered the industry - more then going towards a freedom to something. A freedom of what? 

In theese surrondings I have had the oppurtinity to feel that I was Somebody. Someone to count with. I didn’t realized that it wasn’t just theese young girls who confirmed me. Even i confirmed them. Only with my precence – not because of who I was it was instead just because of that I – or someone else –

arrived there.

Most of the Women i met at the pornoclubs i Sweden and Denmark – didn’t even knew what was expecting from us the day we entered. We looked so healthy. So beautifully. So young. On my question “how long shall You work here?” All of them answered me with one mouth: just this year, just this year. At that moment I thought that they were very strange because I should just be there for one week. The Women should still be in the industry after every new year and for me that week ended up in seven years.  

One problem the newcomer never have meet before in her life is to sell sexual services. In general she shall serve about five customers every day. Five different Men she isn’t related to in any way. Five diffrent Men with, you could say, odd demands. 

If You asked me why I “worked” there - of course I would have given You the answer: this is something that I have choosed - what would You expect me to answer? About the abuse that I have been explored to earlier in life? About the abbandon not only from my father but also from my mother? About the angst and the demons that hunted me? Instead I would say: this is what I want to do... 

You need to understand that Women in prostitution is women that along the road teaches themselves so thay can have sex with almost none physical or mental contact at all. She shall go into sexual roles as a confident and heritage from the spirit of Madame de Sade to a young virgin with a naiv glance in her eyes. She has about 15 to 30 seconds to decide which role he who just entered the door wants her to play. 

It’s never “her” sexuality. Instead it’s about that the buyer with money in his hand who are setting the rules. Again and again and again...

It’s his fantasies that she shall answer to. The better she learn this lesson the more the industry will love her. At the same time she also will become almost like an idol for her sisters that honesty belive that if she has so many buyers it because of that she is so beautiful, sexy, good dancer etcetera...  

All of my former sisters, included myself, had entered with the same dream of a better life than in the present. The door marked “Promises” felt save but most of the time we neither knew what we acctually should do nor where we should end. 

We girls that couldn’t see and calculate with the consequences that should follow.  

During several years I have met Women with different colour of their hair, skin and passports. Race and class has nothing to do with it. The things that matters was their – as well as mine – earlier and earliest experience. A waekness that other people took advantage of.

And on the individual level it doesn’t matter if the women with experience from prostitution lives in Mexico or Estonia or Sweden it seems that the same parametr had been fulfilled for her subjective part.

But in the future we all should have our own family - where the “prince” should have enter our lives and saved us. 

Saving us from the situation where we were stucked into – some dreamt of children and other didn’t. The glue that united us were our past. A childhood wich included abuse, abbandon – not only from our fathers but also from our mothers and in many cases rape.

Where the most important for the industry were that they welcomed us because of that we had arrived not for who we were. We had even walked through the door on our own legs. Noone had put a gun to our sculls. 

A minor group are still running – inside the industry where they don’t see any way out of it. 

If we don’t understand the stigma that the actors/the selling part in this phenomena are held into, it’s hard to understand why they don’t stop their way of living. But it isn’t just the stigma that the society put on them. Women in prositution, in general, also feel that they are marked for the rest of their lives, feeling dirty, marginalizedand so on – because of the inner stigma. 

If the societies in this area are seriuos to work towards same goals You must put this issue as a high priority-call. It means money to different programs, at different levels! It means money to education for special needs (sex- and realtion-tasks in school), to offer therapy for the women with experience in prostitution and educate them in basic subjects. Some program to even train them in social relations etcetera etcetara. But it needs to be longterm projects.

The opinion of those who think that this is a free choice and working with the phenomena. It’s going to be hard not so much for You as for the Women. And You must understand that You need to hold your sexuality separated from the issue. You also need to understand the importance to draw the line between the actors and the phenomena and try to stay focused. Otherwise your ego will pull the Women even stronger into the phenomena. 

The Women in thee industry are at least accepted as they are. 

The pornoindustry is an industry made by men for other men. Therefor are the swedish legislation that criminialized the buyer very unique. An important step towards equality in your countries could be ther swedish model of legislation. Because in a country that aloud prostitution all the women are “prostituteable” – its just about to pay the right price.  

Instead you need to spot the buyer and give him the responsibility that he shall have.

Why aren’t the Women inside the pornindustry ending if its so bad that I am telling You right here? To put the answe in one scentence: it would be as easy as quiting the mob. In other words its easier to get inside the industry then to come out. We need to put strong efforts so methods are developed for the Women with this experiences - if we don’t do that then we need to be honest and tell the Women in prostitution that we aren’t interested in their lives or deaths. 

We can’t ignite the problem as if prostitution shouldn’t be a problem. Or just a problem for the seller and the buyer. It is a social, economical and cultural problem. And it still exist...

Thank You!

